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the board would be better able to decide their expediency if its
members should become acquainted, through inspections, with

the localities where new aids were sought. The vast increase of
commerce on the Great Lakes, with the additional needs of safe-
guards for navigating the waters through which it passed, sug-
gested the importance of a visit of inspection during the open
summer months of 1897, from Opxlensbiinr, X. Y., to Duluth,
Minn. Many points of danger along that great chain of lakes
were inspected and much valuable information was gained dur-
ing this extended trip. The requests for additional helps made
by the Great Lake carriers to facilitate their business were found
to be only fair and reasonable. That some benefit came out of
this inspection by the chairman is certain.

On the 27th of November, 1897, the chairman, being at the
head of the active list of captains, was directed to appear before
the examining board at Washington, Rear Admiral L. A. Beards-
lee, president., as required by statute law, preliminary to advance-
ment to the next superior grade, in this instance that of commo-
dore. The primary step was to appear before the board of med-
ical members, who scrupulously overhauled the person and, as
well, the medical history of the chairman. This ordeal having
been gone through, the mental, moral and professional compe-
tency was inquired into as established by the reports of superiors
under whom he had served in the grade below.

The commission as commodore, forwarded on March 8, 1898,
bore the date of February 6th, as the actual date of rank as
commodore on the active list of the Navy. This was the depart-
ment's method of notifying the officer that he had met all the
requirements of law. The commission transmitted had been con-
firmed by the Senate. The rank reached after forty-two years
of service was that of a flag officer.

For a year or more prior to this a revolution headed by
General Gomez had been going on in Cuba against the Govern-
ment of Spain. Reports of conflicts between the two opposing
forces every now and then found their way into the columns
of the American papers, until the story of Spanish rule and
the frequent struggles of Cuban patriots in the cause of liberty
were known to every man, woman and child from the Atlantic
to the Pacific coast of our country. from theto
